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Map of Greenwich Village showing route of Dylan Thomas walking tour

Dylan Thomas Walking Tour of Greenwich Village, New York 
Written by Peter Thabit Jones and Aeronwy Thomas, daughter of Dylan Thomas

In association with the  
Welsh Assembly Government

Directions:
1 is on the west side of Hudson just south of Grove. Walk north on Hudson and turn right on Grove and walk to Bedford. Turn right on Bedford to  

Barrow. 2  is on the corner of Bedford and Barrow on the north-west side of the corner. Turn right on Barrow for a short way then left on Commerce. 3  is 
where Commerce turns the corner. Continue on Commerce back to Bedford. Turn right on Bedford to Carmine. Turn left on Carmine to 6th Avenue where 
Carmine becomes Minetta Lane. Continue east on Minetta Lane to MacDougal. 4  is on the south west corner of Minetta Lane and MacDougal. Turn right 
on MacDougal down to Bleecker. 5  is on the north-west corner of MacDougal and Bleecker. Turn left onto Bleecker and then left onto Thompson. 6  is 
on the east side of Thompson just below West 3rd. Continue north on Thompson to Washington Square and then turn left towards MacDougal and then 
right on MacDougal until you reach Waverley Place. 7  is on the north side of Waverley Place close to Washington Square. Continue west on Waverley 
Place until you get to 6th Avenue (Avenue of the Americas). Turn right on 6th Avenue until you reach West �0th. Turn left on West �0th. 8  is a little 
way down on the right in Patchin Place and can be viewed from the street on West �0th. Continue west on West �0th and then turn right on Greenwich 
Avenue until you reach 7th Avenue. 9  is the hospital on the block between 6th and 7th Avenues and ��th and �2th Streets. Turn left on West ��th and 
go all the way to Hudson. 10  is on the intersection of Hudson and West ��th on the south-west side of the intersection.
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“At poor peace I sing
To you, strangers”    

 from Prologue 

    This is a self-guided walking tour of ten places 
in Greenwich Village that are connected with the 
Welsh poet Dylan Thomas, who visited and stayed 
in New York City while on four reading tours of 
North America between 1950 and 1953.
    The tour is designed to provide you with a strong  
sense of the real man behind the “brassy orator” 
with “the lovely gift of the gab,” as well as 
giving you a feel for Greenwich Village 
of the 1950s. 
    We hope that you will find the walk both pleasurable 
and informative. Please follow the directions on 
this map. The tour will take around 1 hour and 30 
minutes to 2 hours. Enjoy!                                                               

1.  CHURCH OF ST. LUKE’S IN THE FIELD  
EPISCOPALEAN CHURCH 
487 Hudson Street at the corner of Grove Street 

“Though lovers be lost love shall not;
And death shall have no dominion” 

 from And death shall have no dominion

Memorial Service
    On Friday, �3th November �953, four days after Dylan Thomas had 
died, around four hundred people attended a memorial service for the 
poet here in the third oldest church in New York. His wife, Caitlin Thomas, 
along with other chief  mourners, was at the front of the church.   
The gathering included poet e.e. cummings and sculptor David Slivka.
     It was also the day when a grieving Caitlin accompanied the  
coffined body of her husband, aboard the SS United States, on the long 
and lonely journey back to Britain.
     Dylan was one of the most famous poets in the English-speaking 
world; and his popular and electrifying tours had made him a much 
loved celebrity in America. While touring, he had found himself in  
the company of some of the Twentieth Century’s cultural greats, 
including Charlie Chaplin, Greta Garbo, Marlene Dietrich, Marilyn  
Monroe, Thomas Mann, Henry Miller and Max Ernst.
     The sales of his books rivalled those of T.S. Eliot, Ezra Pound,  
W.H. Auden and John Betjeman. Dylan’s Collected Poems, published 
on �0th November �952, sold 30,000 hardback copies in Britain  
within a couple of years. The Collected Poems went on to be even  
more successful in America.
     His early and unexpected death was a great shock on both sides 
of the Atlantic. Leading British newspapers, such as the Daily Mail 
and the Daily Express, acknowledged his genius and his colourful 
poet’s lifestyle. The British poet Philip Larkin said, “I can’t believe 
that DT is truly dead. Three people who’ve altered the face of poetry 
and the youngest has to die.”  The other two poets were Auden and  
Eliot. Vernon Watkins, a close friend of Dylan and Larkin, was, in fact,  
asked to write an obituary before Dylan was actually dead.
     Interestingly, one of the founding wardens of St. Luke’s was  
Clement Clarke Moore, the author of the world-renowned poem  
‘Twas the night before Christmas. He donated the land on which  
the church was built. Dylan Thomas, of course, wrote the very  
popular A Child’s Christmas in Wales.

       

2.   CHUMLEY’S 
86 Bedford Street  
(between Grove Street and Barrow Street)

“Dressed to die, the sensual strut begun”    
from Twenty-four years

    Chumley’s is an authentic speakeasy from the Prohibition era. Its  
previous notoriety is confirmed by the fact that it still has no sign and, 
as well as its main entrance, it offers a “secret entrance” on 58 Barrow 
Street, through the backyard called Pamela’s Court. Chumley’s is New 
York’s second oldest literary bar (the White Horse Tavern is the first).
     Its walls are covered with the framed pictures of its clientele of  
legendary writers and samples of their book covers. Dylan Thomas is 
one of many honoured, along with other literary greats such as John 
Steinbeck, Ernest Hemingway and F. Scott Fitzgerald. The poet and 
playwright Edna St. Vincent Millay lived upstairs for a while.

Note: Chumley’s is closed for renovation as we went to press 6/23/08

3.  CHERRY LANE THEATRE 
38 Commerce Street (on Bedford Street, turn right on Barrow 
Street and the theatre will be opposite you on Commerce)

“I, in my intricate image, stride on two levels,
Forged in man’s minerals, the brassy orator”     

from I, in my intricate image

Dylan’s Readings
     The poet and playwright Edna St. Vincent Millay founded Cherry 
Lane Theatre, which was originally Cherry Lane Playhouse, in �924.   
As New York’s oldest off-Broadway Theatre, it has been at the 
forefront of providing innovative theatre for over eighty years.  
The Downtown Theatre movement, The Living Theatre, established by 
the actress and political activist Judith Malina, and the Theatre of the 
Absurd came out of the Playhouse.
     It showcased the early plays of Edward Albee and premiered Samuel 
Beckett’s Waiting for Godot. Its list of renowned performers includes 
Gene Hackman, Bob Dylan and, of course, Dylan Thomas. Barbra  
Streisand was once an usher there.
     In �952, on his second visit, Dylan did a special reading for the  
artistic community. Tickets were only $� a head and Thomas had  
promised to read only his own poems. However, the show was nearly 
cancelled when he arrived claiming to have lost his copy of his poems. 
Judith Malina came to the rescue with a replacement that Dylan later 
returned, complete with the hand-written bookmarks he had used for 
the performance.
     There is also another possible link between Edna St. Vincent Millay 
and Dylan. Millay, who was born in �892 and died in �95�, wrote a 
poem Dirge without music. It has the following lines:

“Down, down, down into the darkness of the grave
Gently they go, the beautiful, the tender, the kind;

Quietly they go, the intelligent, the witty, the brave.
I know.  But I do not approve. And I am not resigned.”

     It brings to mind Thomas’s famous villanelle Do not go gentle into 
that good night, which was drafted in March �95�. Millay’s poem,  
in fact, appeared in The New Pocket Anthology of American Verse, edited 
by Dylan’s American friend Oscar Williams, which contained some poems 
by Dylan.
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4.  MINETTA TAVERN  
113 MacDougal Street (on the corner of MacDougal Street 
and Minetta Lane)

“His drinking was not a means of denying or fleeing life… 
but of fiercely embracing it.”   

 from Dylan Thomas in America by John Malcom Brinnin

     The Minetta Tavern, which was a speakeasy during Prohibition, 
was known as The Black Rabbit until �929.  The Minetta Brook, which 
began on 23rd Street on its way to the Hudson, inspired its name.  
The brook still flows underground.  
     The old wood panelling and time-honoured candelabra, which are 
still part of the attraction for today’s customers, appealed to decades 
of poets and writers, including Ernest Hemingway, Ezra Pound, Eugene 
O’Neill, e.e. cummings and Dylan Thomas.  
     The black-and-white ink caricature drawings and aged photos,  
now yellowing, and the murals are testimony to its Bohemian days 
when celebrities sought out its convivial cosiness.
     Dylan became a good friend of Joe Gould, who was known as  
“Professor Seagull.” A Harvard graduate, Gould claimed to understand 
the language of sea gulls and wrote several thousand pages of his  
imaginary great work, An Oral History of Our Time.
     It has been claimed that Reader’s Digest originated in the  
basement of the property in �923. More recently the Minetta was  
featured in the film Jimmy Blue Eyes, which is about the New York  
mobster Vincent “Jimmy Blue Eyes” Alo (�904-200�).

  

 
5. CARPO’S CAFÉ (SAN REMO CAFÉ)
     93 MacDougal Street on the corner of Bleecker Street

“We were killed in action, Manhattan Island, Spring �952,  
in a gallant battle against American generosity.   

An American called Double Rye shot Caitlin to Death.  
I was scalped by a Bourbon.”

from a postcard sent by Dylan to Swansea composer Daniel Jones

Favourite Bars/Drinking
     After the preferred White Horse Tavern, San Remo was one of 
Dylan’s favourite bars in Manhattan. It was the desired hangout for  
a host of famous writers, artists, musicians and photographers,  
including Tennesee Williams, William Burroughs, the Beat poets Al-
len Ginsberg and Gregory Corso, W.H. Auden, James Baldwin, Frank  
O’Hara, William Styron, James Agee, Jackson Pollock, Miles Davis, and 
Weegee. Village character Maxwell Bodenheim was also a regular. 
Gore Vidal once tried to pick up Jack Kerouac in the San Remo. It is the  
setting of John Clellon Holmes’s �952 Beat novel Go, and it also appears 
as The Masque in Kerouac’s �958 The Subterraneans.
     Dylan met Allen Ginsberg in the Café. The Beat poet noted that 
Dylan played on his fame; and an invitation to him to visit Ginsberg’s 
attic at 206 East 7th Street was turned down after a friend reminded 
Dylan that Caitlin was waiting for them. Ginsberg left, sticking his 
tongue out playfully and later regretted that he had not made more 
of the encounter.

Note: Carpo’s Café is no longer open as we went to press 6/23/08

 

6. THE DOVE  (THE GRAND TICINO)
      228 Thomson Street  

(between West 3rd Street and Bleecker Street)
“Once it was the colour of saying

Soaked my table…”    
from Once it was the colour of saying

Favourite Restaurants
     The Grand Ticino, at the time one of the finest Italian restaurants in 
Greenwich Village, is where Dylan is said to have experienced his first 
meal in America. John Malcolm Brinnin, the organizer of Dylan’s tours 
of the USA, took him there on his second day in New York, after they 
had been on a whistle-stop sightseeing tour of the city.
     Dylan spent time at the Ticino with British poet Ruthven Todd and 
New Zealand poet Allen Curnow. The white-table-clothed atmosphere 
and friendly hospitality obviously appealed to the Welsh poet. He wrote 
to his parents about American food. He had sampled milk shakes, fried 
shrimp and “a T-bone steak the size of a month’s ration for an English 
family.”
     He also liked to eat at a restaurant called the Little Shrimp, which was 
attached to the Hotel Chelsea. It was the place where one of the most 
significant recording deals was struck.
     Barbara Cohen (later Holdridge) and Marianne Roney (later  
Mantell) were two young women, college graduates, who nurtured 
the idea that recordings of poetry could sell in sufficient quantities to  
justify such a venture. They had decided that Dylan would be the ideal  
contemporary poet for them to record.
     Barbara worked for a small publisher and Marianne worked for a  
record company. After several unsuccessful approaches they finally 
got him to meet them at the Little Shrimp and he agreed to their 
request. “As far as Dylan was concerned,” said Mrs. Mantell later,  
“we were just two young girls with an idea and some money.”
     On 22nd February �952, Dylan arrived for the recording at  
Steinway Hall on 57th Street.  He had a sheaf of poems, but the  
engineer told him that they would only fill one side of a long- 
playing record.  Dylan found a copy of Harper’s Bazaar, which contained  
A Child’s Christmas in Wales, a story he had put together 
from two earlier writings. The finished recording was released on 2nd 
April and sold modestly at first.
     The record of Dylan Thomas was the launch of Caedmon, a  
company formed by the two enterprising women and powered  
by their own money. It became one of the leading spoken-word  
recording labels and is now part of HarperCollins. It was also the  
beginning of the spoken-word recording industry. Since Dylan’s first 
recording many great and famous literary figures have committed 
their voices to Caedmon vinyl, including T.S. Eliot, James Joyce, Ernest 
Hemingway and William Faulkner, and actors such as Charlton Heston 
and Sir John Gielgud. The company eventually made the two women 
very wealthy.
     On the 50th anniversary of Dylan’s death, Caedmon released Dylan 
Thomas: The Caedmon Collection, which contained some previously 
unavailable recordings.
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7. WASHINGTON SQUARE HOTEL (HOTEL EARLE)
    103 Waverly Place (on the corner of MacDougal Street)

“A haven cosy as toast, cool as an icebox…”    
from A visit to America

 

Dylan’s Hotels in New York
     On the first tour John Malcolm Brinnin booked Dylan into the  
Beekman Hotel, on the corner of First Avenue and 49th Street, 
in a room at least twenty floors up. Dylan had wanted to stay in an  
apartment in New York, rather than a hotel, and he did not like the  
Beekman.  As it was, the hotel management soon asked him to leave 
because of his partying and excessive demands on room service.
     He was booked here into the Hotel Earle, which was a cheaper 
place than the Beekman and also close to his favourite bars and  
restaurants in Greenwich Village. In the �950s the Earle was a  
somewhat well-worn hotel. The atmosphere and the attitude of the  
management and staff was easy-going.  Dylan wrote a letter to his  
parents in May �950 in which he described the Earle as “right 
in Washington Square, a beautiful Square, which is right in the middle  
of Greenwich Village, the artists’ quarter of New York.”
     Dylan and his wife Caitlin, on the second tour in �952, spent a  
couple of nights at the Hotel Earle before moving in to the Hotel  
Chelsea, where they had a one-room kitchenette apartment.
     The Hotel Chelsea is situated on West 23rd Street, between  
Seventh and Eighth Avenues. Constructed in �883, it became 
Dylan’s “home” on his American tours. Other famous literary figures 
have stayed there, including O. Henry, Thomas Wolfe and Arthur  
Miller. Some famous people who lived there for a while include Sarah  
Bernhardt, Jackson Pollack and the Welsh musician John Cale along with 
his then wife Betsey Johnson.
    It was at the Chelsea that Dylan worked on the final version of Under 
Milk Wood prior to its New York premiere.  It was also from there that 
he was taken, unconscious, to St. Vincent’s Hospital, where he died after 
failing to come out of a coma. A plaque on the Hotel Chelsea reads: 
“Dylan Thomas lived and wrote at the Chelsea Hotel and from here he 
sailed out to die.”

 
8.  E.E. CUMMINGS’S APARTMENT 

4 Patchin Place (off West 10th Street  
between 6th Avenue and Greenwich Avenue)

“Time passes.  Listen. Time passes”   
from Under Milk Wood

Dylan’s Friendships     
     The American poet e.e. cummings (Edward Estlin Cummings)  
lived here, with his third wife Marion Morehouse, a photographer  
and fashion model, from �923 until his death in �962. Dylan really  
admired cummings and, on the first tour of New York, he made a  
special request to Brinnin to arrange a meeting with him. Brinnin, 
who was present when Dylan and e.e. met, wrote in Dylan Thomas in  
America: “…it seemed to me that some of their judgements showed the 
acerb, profound and confident insights of artists who in their work have 
defined a world within the world…”
     Cummings, in fact, had been in the audience at Dylan’s first reading 
at the Kaufmann Auditorium of the 92nd Street Y on February 23rd 
�950, where Dylan delivered a spellbinding performance to an  
audience of more than a thousand people. The overwhelmed and  
appreciative audience refused to let him leave the stage. According to 
Marion Morehouse, cummings was so moved he walked the streets for 
hours afterwards.  

     The following week or so Marion Morehouse invited Dylan here to  
Patchin Place to take his photograph. Dylan had had a few drinks and  
attempted a playful seduction. She described him as “Groucho Marx 
on a bad day.”
     After Dylan’s death a committee was formed by his American  
publisher James Laughlin to organise support for Caitlin and her  
family. Cummings was part of this committee, and an amount of  
$20,000 was raised.
     There is another connection between Patchin Place and Dylan.  
The writer Djuna Barnes lived in 5 Patchin Place from the �940s  
onwards. She was an obsessive recluse. According to Constantine 
Fitzgibbon, Dylan’s first biographer, Barnes, along with James Joyce,  
influenced Dylan’s early prose writing. It has been noted by  
others that Dylan particularly liked her novel Nightwood, which was  
published in �936.
     Dylan made some very good friendships in New York, in particular 
with David Slivka, a sculptor, and his wife Rose, an art critic. Rose, in fact, 
became Caitlin’s closest friend in America.  Rose said of Caitlin, “She 
was the artist’s wife, and that can be a terrible place to be.” The Slivkas 
lived in Greenwich Village. David was born on the same day and year 
as Dylan, 27th October �9�4, and it was he and Rose who looked after 
Caitlin when Dylan was in a coma and after he died.
     It was David who made Dylan’s death mask. The original mask is in 
an upstairs bedroom of the Boat House in Laugharne, Wales. The mask 
used to belong to Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor until it was sold 
after Burton’s death. The last bust cast from the mask is in the Dylan 
Thomas Centre in Swansea, Wales.  David and Rose later divorced, but 
David, aged ninety-four years, still works and lives with his partner, Joan, 
in New York.
     Other New York friends included poet and anthologist Oscar  
Williams and his wife Gene Derwood, also a poet, New Zealand poet 
Allen Curnow and poet Jean Garrigue. Jean once held a party for Dylan 
where he met a very young Andy Warhol. Poet John Berryman and  
British poet Ruthven Todd were also friends; and both kept a vigil at St. 
Vincent’s when Dylan was hospitalized. Berryman was in Dylan’s room 
when he died.  It was he who rushed up to John Malcolm Brinnin and 
said, “He’s dead! He’s dead!  Where were you?”

 
9.  ST. VINCENT’S HOSPITAL 

11th Street at 7th Avenue 

“And my shining men no more alone
As I sail out to die”   

from Poem on his birthday

Dylan’s Death.
     St. Vincent’s Hospital is straight up ��th Street from the White 
Horse Tavern, Dylan’s favourite New York bar. Roman Catholics ran the  
hospital. when Dr. Milton Feltenstein, Liz Reitell’s doctor, ordered an 
ambulance to take an unconscious Dylan there.  
     The myth is that Dylan died as a result of a drinking bout in the White 
Horse Tavern, when he declared to Liz Reitell back at the Hotel Chelsea  
“I’ve had eighteen straight whiskies. I think that’s a record.” The truth  
is more complex.
     When he arrived in New York on Monday, �9th October �953, for 
his fourth tour, he was already desperately ill. Yet he still seemed to 
have no desire to curtail his drinking or smoking. There is evidence that 
he was becoming increasingly dependent on medication. He was also  
suffering blackouts, and his behaviour, at times, was erratic.
     On Tuesday, 3rd November, he started weeping in his bedroom at 
the Chelsea. He told Liz Reitell that he wanted to die and “go to the 
garden of Eden.” At two o’clock in the morning he told her he had to 

continued on pg 5
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have a drink and left for the White Horse. He returned to the Chelsea 
and boasted about the whiskies.
     He slept until the middle of the morning of 4th November.  
He went with Liz Reitell to the White Horse, where he had two  
glasses of beer. On returning to the Chelsea he became so unwell that  
Dr. Feltenstein was called three times. Feltenstein’s fourth summoning 
to the Chelsea on Thursday, 5th November, resulted in Dylan’s being 
rushed to St. Vincent’s where he was admitted at two minutes before 
two a.m.
     Caitlin arrived at Idlewild Airport on Sunday morning, where she was 
met by David and Rose Slivka. When she saw Brinnin she asked, “Well, 
is the bloody man dead or alive?” She broke down when she saw Dylan 
and was taken by the Slivkas to their apartment on Washington Street, 
in order to calm herself and rest. When she returned to St. Vincent’s 
she dismayed the nurses by smoking near the oxygen tent and almost 
threatening Dylan’s breathing in a loving embrace.
     Her deep despair turned to violence and she started to abuse and  
attack Brinnin and hospital nuns and nurses. She was placed in a  
strait-jacket and taken to the Rivercrest Mental Institution in Astoria,  
Long Island. She later wrote, “I was possessed of ten thousand  
ravaging demons. My madness: an untutored broken heart.”                    
     Dylan died at lunchtime on 9th November �953, while a nurse was  
giving him a bed bath.  Poet John Berryman was the only other person 
present. To this day there is a controversy over what actually caused 
Dylan’s death. While his lifestyle of smoking and excessive drinking 
contributed to his bad health, it has been suggested that he suffered 
from undiagnosed diabetes. However, it is medical negligence that most 
experts now claim was the real cause. Four days prior to Dylan’s death 
Dr. Feltenstein had given Dylan a high dose of morphine as a sedative.
     The post-mortem stated pneumonia as the primary source of death, 
with pressure on the brain and a fatty liver as contributing factors.

“And death shall have no dominion.
Dead men naked they shall be one’

from And death shall have no dominion

 
10.  WHITE HORSE TAVERN 

567 Hudson Street at West 11th Street

“And Thou, I know, wilt be the first
To see our best side, not our worst”   

from Under Milk Wood

     Dylan lovingly called it “The Horse.” One of New York’s oldest bars, 
dating back to �880, the White Horse’s “British pub atmosphere”  
made him feel very much at home. He would have seen the masts 
and funnels of ships in the Hudson River teasing the sky at the ends  
of streets, possibly reminding him of Swansea’s dockside area. He and  
fellow writers would also have chatted and sat with the seamen and  
dockworkers who frequented the White Horse. 
     In Dylan’s day an elderly German gentleman and his wife ran the  
Tavern. Many other writers, literary figures, and artists have also  
enjoyed a drink there, including Norman Mailer, James Baldwin, Jack 
Kerouac, the Clancy Brothers, Bob Dylan and Jim Morrison. It is Dylan 
Thomas, though, who is most associated with the bar.
     It is now famously linked to Dylan’s death. At two a.m. on  
Wednesday, 4th November, he inexplicably left Liz Reitell at the Hotel 
Chelsea and disappeared for around two hours. When he returned to 
her he made the claim that he had downed eighteen straight whiskies.  
However, when friends later questioned the proprietor, he said it  
was more likely that Dylan had had six whiskies.
     Even after the now legendary episode of the whiskies, Dylan,  

after sleeping until midday, returned with Liz Reitell to his beloved “The 
Horse” for a couple of beers, his final drinks there. They returned to the 
Hotel Chelsea - to the last pages of his incredible story.

“And freely he goes lost
In the unknown, famous light of great

And fabulous, dear God
Dark is a way and light is a place’

-from Poem on his birthday

     Dylan Thomas is often thought of as the “first rock ‘n’ roll poet”:  
he spent months away from home touring America, attracted huge  
audiences at his readings, and often got accosted when he appeared 
in public. He was also the subject of a lot of gossip, rumour, and  
legend, just like rock stars and celebrities are today. 
     In spite of the rumours and gossip and the tragic narrative of his 
short life, he was a great and original poet, a master craftsman who 
did, indeed, “labour by singing light” to leave to the world a wonderful  
collection of poems and prose inspired by Wales.

“I build my bellowing ark
To the best of my love…”     

from Prologue

This is the end of the tour, and we suggest you go inside the White 
Horse Tavern to see the room dedicated to Dylan and the paintings, 
posters and other memorabilia on the walls. Please raise a glass to one 
of Wales’s most famous sons and one of the world’s most famous  
English-language poets. 

END OF TOUR

Please take care of the environment and recycle this copy after use.

 
Dylan Thomas Background Information
Further background information to the tour that includes the  
following information can be e-mailed to you on request to  
information@wales-uk.com 
 • Dylan’s Life
 • Dylan’s Visits to New York
 • Bibliography

Dylan Thomas in Wales: 
Every lover of Dylan Thomas and his work should visit Wales 
and the places most associated with him, such as Swansea, 
Laugharne and New Quay. Please visit www.travelwales.org/dylan 
for more information. 

The Dylan Thomas Prize for young writers: 
The Dylan Thomas Prize of $�20,000 is awarded to the 
best-published writer in English under the age of 30 
from anywhere in the world.  For further information 
visit http://www.thedylanthomasprize.com

Visit Wales
Croeso Cymru
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Appendix (in alphabetical order):

James Agee: (�909-�955) an American novelist, screenwriter, journalist, 
poet, and a distinguished film critic. 

Edward Albee: (�928-) an American playwright. He is probably best known 
for writing Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf?

W.H. Auden: (�907-�973) a prolific English poet who eventually claimed 
American citizenship. He was a Chancellor of The Academy of American 
Poets from �954 to �973.

James Baldwin: (�924-�987) an African-American novelist, writer,  
playwright, and civil rights activist.

Djuna Barnes: (�892-�982) an American writer.  She was a leading  
individual in bohemian Greenwich Village and later in Paris in the �920s 
and �930s. Dylan Thomas described Barnes’ novel Nightwood as “one of  
the three great prose books ever written by a woman.”

Samuel Beckett: (�906-�989) an Irish writer, dramatist and poet.   
His works are bleak and minimalist. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in  
Literature in �969. 

Sarah Bernhardt: (�844-�923) a French stage actress, who has been 
referred to as “the most famous actress in the history of the world.”  
Bernhardt made her fame on the stages of Europe in the �870s, and  
was soon in demand in Europe and the United States. She developed 
a reputation as a serious dramatic actress, earning the nickname “The  
Divine Sarah.”

John Berryman: (�9�4-�972) an American poet. He is regarded as 
one of the creators of the Confessional school of poetry. He committed  
suicide in �972.

John Betjeman: (�906-�984) an English poet, writer and a popular  
television personality on British television. He was a founding member  
of The Victorian Society, Britain, in �958, and he championed the  
preservation of old buildings that were threatened by demolition.

Maxwell Bodenheim: (�892-�954) an American poet and novelist  
who was known as the “King of Greenwich Village Bohemians.”

John Malcolm Brinnin: (�9�6-�999) an American poet and literary 
critic. He wrote academic works on T. S. Eliot, Gertrude Stein, Truman  
Capote, and William Carlos Williams, as well as his well-known Dylan  
Thomas in America.

William Burroughs: (�9�4-�997) an American novelist, painter,  
essayist and performer. A significant member of the Beat Movement.

Richard Burton: (�925-�984) a Welsh theatre and film actor. In  
�954, he made his most famous radio role, as the narrator in the original  
production of Dylan Thomas’s Under Milk Wood. He repeated the role in 
the film version of Dylan’s play twenty years later.

John Cale: (�942-) a Welsh musician, composer, singer-songwriter and  
record producer. He is best known for his work in rock music, particularly as 
a founding member of The Velvet Underground, although he has worked in 
a variety of styles over the years.

Charlie Chaplin:  (�889-�977) an Academy Award-winning comedy  
actor. He became one of the most famous actors of all time, as well as 
an outstanding director, during the early-to mid-Hollywood cinema period.  
His famous character “The Tramp” personifies the silent-film age.

A Child’s Christmas in Wales: was published in �955. It is a nostalgic 
and very effective sketch of a traditional Christmas. Dylan Thomas created 
it from a piece that was originally written for radio.

Barbara Cohen (Holdridge) and Marianne Roney (Mantell): Barbara 
Holdridge has described the Dylan Thomas recording as a momentous  
experience. “We had no idea of the power and beauty of this voice. We just 
expected a poet with a poet’s voice, but this was a full orchestral voice.” 
Caedmon is named after the first English poet to write in English rather 
than Latin. 

Gregory Corso: (�930-200�) an American poet, who was the youngest  
of the inner circle of the Beat Generation. He was born at St. Vincent’s  
Hospital, where Dylan Thomas died.

e.e. cummings: (Edward Estlin Cummings, �894-�962) an American poet, 
painter, essayist, and playwright.

Allen Curno: (�9��-200�) a New Zealand poet and journalist.

Miles Davis: (�926-�99�) an American jazz trumpeter, bandleader,  
and composer.

Gene Derwood: (�909-�954) an American poet, painter and wife of  
the poet and anthologist Oscar Williams.  She did a few paintings and  
drawings of Dylan, photographs of which are now housed at Harvard  
University Library.

Marlene Dietrich: (�90�-�992) a German-born American actress and singer. 

Dylan: the name comes from the Mabinogion, the Welsh medieval prose 
romances. Dylan in the text is a sea-son of the waves.

Bob Dylan: (born Robert Allen Zimmerman in �94�) an American singer-
songwriter, author, musician, poet, and artist, who has been a major figure 
in popular music for five decades. His songs of anti-war and the civil rights 
movements in the �960s inspired a generation of young people.

T.S. Eliot: (�888-�965) a poet, dramatist, and literary critic. He received 
the Nobel Prize in Literature in �948. His The Wasteland (�922) has had a 
profound impact on modern poetry.

Max Ernst: (�89�-�976) a German painter and sculptor. A foremost  
figure in the movements of Dadaism and Surrealism. 

William Faulkner: (�897-�962) an American author. He received the  
Nobel Prize in Literature in �949.

Dr. Milton Feltenstein: Among the personal items returned to Wales 
after Dylan’s death was a prescription from Feltenstein. The doctor died  
in �974.

F. Scott Fitzgerald: (�896-�940) an American writer of novels and 
short stories.  His works, such as The Great Gatsby, capture the Jazz Age 
(�920s).

Constantine Fitzgibbon: (�9�9-�983) a notable historian and novelist. 
A friend of Dylan’s, he wrote The Life of Dylan Thomas (�965) and edited 
Selected Letters of Dylan Thomas (�966). 

Jean Garrique: (�9�4-�972) an American poet.

Sir John Gielgud: (�904-2000) an English theatre and film actor.   
He is recognised for his wonderful Shakespearean work.

O. Henry: (William Sydney Porter �862-�9�0) a famous American short 
story writer. His hundreds of short stories are well-known for their sense of 
humour and surprise endings. 

Charlton Heston: (�923-2008) an American actor of film, theatre and 
television. His notable films include Ben-Hur and Planet of the Apes.

Hotel Chelsea: a famous residence for writers, artists and musicians.   
It was the first building to be listed by New York City as a cultural  
preservation site and historic building.  It is mentioned in a song called 
Sara by Bob Dylan, which states “Staying up for days in the Chelsea Hotel,  
writing Sad-Eyed Lady of the Lowlands for you.” 

Greta Garbo: (�905-�990) a legendary, Swedish-born actress during  
Hollywood’s silent film period and part of its Golden Age.

Allen Ginsberg: (�926-�997) an American Beat poet. He is best known for 
the poem Howl (�956), which celebrates his friends of the Beat Generation. 

Joe Gould: (�889-�957) a Greenwich Village eccentric. He worked for a 
while as a reporter for the New York Evening Mail. 

Gene Hackman: (�930-) a very popular Academy Award-winning  
American actor.

Harper’s Bazaar: a renowned American fashion magazine, which was first 
published in �867.
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Ernest Hemingway: (�899-�96�) a great American novelist, short- 
story writer, and journalist. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Literature 
in �954.

John Clellon Holmes: (�926-�988) an American writer, poet and professor. 

Betsey Johnson: (�942-) an American fashion designer best known for 
her feminine and whimsical designs. She also is known for doing a cartwheel 
at the end of her fashion shows. In �968 she married Velvet Underground’s 
John Cale from Wales. They divorced later in the year. 

Daniel Jones: (�9�2-�993) a Welsh composer of classical music.  
He wrote a book, My Friend Dylan Thomas, in �977.

James Joyce: (�882-�94�) an Irish writer who was a major influence on 
20th century literature. Ulysses (�922) is regarded as his masterpiece.

Jack Kerouac: (�922-�969) an American novelist, writer, poet, and  
artist from Massachusetts. His most popular books are On the Road,  
The Dharma Bums, Big Sur, and Visions of Cody. He was a major influence 
on many writers, and even pop stars, such as The Beatles.

Philip Larkin: (�922-�985) an English poet, novelist and jazz critic. His 
carefully crafted and often pessimistic poetry influenced a generation of 
British poets.

James Laughlin: (�9�4-�997) an American poet and literary book  
publisher who founded New Directions, publisher of Dylan Thomas’s 
works in America. He was awarded the�992 Distinguished Contribution to  
American Letters Award from the National Book Awards Program.

Norman Mailer: (�923-2007) an American novelist, journalist, playwright, 
and screenwriter. He received the Pulitzer Prize twice. 

Judith Malina: (�926-) an American theatre actor and director.

Thomas Mann: (�875-�955) a major German novelist and short story writer.

Marlais: the name comes from Dylan’s father’s uncle William Thomas, a 
clergyman and poet. He wrote in the Welsh language and took the bardic 
name of Gwilym Marles, after a river called the Marlais. Nancy, Dylan’s  
sister, who was eight years older, was given the middle name Marles, the 
version used by the great-uncle. 

Edna St. Vincent Millay: (�892-�950) an American poet and playwright 
and the first woman to receive the Pulitzer Prize for Poetry. Her middle 
name actually comes from St. Vincent’s Hospital in New York, where her 
uncle, close to death, was saved (before she was born).

Arthur Miller: (�9�5-2005) one of America’s greatest playwrights. His dra-
matic works include The Crucible (�953) and Death of a Salesman (�949).

Henry Miller: (�89�-�980) an American writer and painter. His  
novels Tropic of Cancer (�834) and Tropic of Capricorn (�939) are good  
examples of his highly individual style. 

Marilyn Monroe: (�926-�962) an American actress, singer, and model.  
She was a sex symbol and remains a cultural icon.

Clement Clarke Moore: (�779-�863) the author of A Visit from St. 
Nicholas, which is  known today as ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas.  
He was a professor of Oriental and Greek literature at Columbia College.

Marion Morehouse: (�906-�969) an American model and photograher. 
There is a belief that she was never legally married to the poet  
e.e. cummings, because his divorce of his previous wife was carried out in 
Mexico and not recognised in the United States. 

Jim Morrison: (�943-�97�) an American singer, poet, songwriter.  
He was the lead singer and lyricist of The Doors.

Frank O’Hara: (�926-�966) an American poet who, along with John  
Ashberry, was a chief member of what was known as the New York School 
of poetry.

Jackson Pollock: (�9�2-�956) an influential American painter and a  
major force in the abstract expressionist movement.

 

Ezra Pound: (�885-�972) an American poet and critic. Pound  
influenced the careers of many writers, including W. B. Yeats, T. S. Eliot,  
Robert Frost, and D.H. Lawrence.

Liz Reitell: (�92�-200�) the Assistant Director of the world premiere of 
Under Milk Wood, which featured Dylan as First Voice. They embarked on 
an affair, despite initially being uneasy in each other’s company.

David Slivka: a sculptor with an international reputation. Born in Chicago, 
Illinois, he studied for four years at the California School of Fine Art. He 
later settled in New York and was connected with The New York School, an 
informal group of American poets, painters, dancers, and musicians active 
in the �950s and �960s in New York City. 

Rose Slivka: (�9�9-2004) the editor-in-chief and a writer for the  
magazine Craft Horizons from �959 to �979. A distinguished art critic,  
she married and later divorced the sculptor David Slivka. She wrote  
poetry and her work is profiled in Issue 4 of The Seventh Quarry Swansea  
Poetry Magazine, a publication with an international perspective, edited by  
Swansea poet Peter Thabit Jones and New York poet Vince Clemente.

John Steinbeck: (�902-�968) one of the most celebrated and most 
widely read American writers of the 20th century. He was awarded the  
Nobel Prize in Literature in �962.

Barbra Streisand: (born April 24, �942) an American singer, film and  
theatre actress. She has been awarded an Emmy, a Grammy, an Oscar and 
a Tony award.

William Styron: (�925-2006) a prominent American novelist and essayist.

Swansea:  a city and county in Wales. It has the second largest  
population for a city in Wales.  Cardiff, the capital, has the largest.   
Swansea expanded during the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, when 
it became a hub for heavy industry. It was granted city status in �969.

Elizabeth Taylor: (�932-) an American (British-born) actress who won  
the Academy Award twice. She married and divorced Richard Burton twice.

Caitlin Thomas: (�9�3-�994) was born in Hammersmith, London.  Her 
parents’ maiden name was Macnamara and they were Protestant Irish from 
County Clare, Ireland. Her father wrote poetry and published a book of  
poems, Marionettes, four years before she was born. She was a passionate 
and professional dancer as a young woman. She was introduced to Dylan 
in �936 and they married at the register office in Penzance, Cornwall, on 
��th July �937.  

Ruthven Todd: (�9�4-�978) a Scottish poet and novelist.

Under Milk Wood:  a play for voices that has the sound-texturing of an  
extended poem.  Dylan Thomas worked on it for eight years.  It has been  
adapted for stage, screen, opera and album. Dylan himself was 
sound-recorded at a performance at the 92nd Street Y in Manhattan. 

Gore Vidal: (�925-) an American author of novels, screenplays, and  
essays. He has been a passionate critic of American politics. 

Andy Warhol: (�928-�987) a controversial American artist and a major 
contributor to the movement known as Pop Art. He is now mostly known 
for his paintings of American icons, such as Marilyn Monroe and Elizabeth 
Taylor.

Vernon Watkins: (�906-�967) a Swansea poet who was a very close 
friend of Dylan. He was godfather to Dylan’s and Caitlin’s son Llewelyn.  
His book Letters to Vernon Watkins, published in �957, is a real insight into 
Dylan as a friend and as a fellow poet and craftsman.

Weegee: (�899-�968) a photographer.Weegee was the pen-name of  
Arthur Fellig. He specialised in black and white street photography.

Oscar Williams: (�900-�964) an American anthologist and poet. 

Tennessee Williams: (�9��-�983) a major American playwright. He was 
awarded the Pulitzer Prize for Drama for A Streetcar Named Desire in �948 
and for Cat on a Hot Tin Roof in �955.

Thomas Wolfe: (�900-�938) a significant American novelist. His works 
explore American culture. 


